ApplNo.: 10/679,052 

Amdt. Dated 05/05/2008 

Reply to Office Action of 8/07/06 

Remarks: 

This letter is in response to a telephone conversation with Examiner Schlientz on February 12, 
2008 regarding the above-captioned application. During the telephone conversation, Examiner 
Schlientz indicated that the claims submitted on December 6, 2007 would be allowable if amended 
to (i) recite a narrower range of contrast agent - viz. 0.01% w/v to about 0.2% w/v of a barium 
based compound; and (ii) specifically recite the sugars to include sorbitol, mannitol and xylitol. 
The undersigned attorney followed-up with a subsequent telephone conversation with the Examiner 
agreeing to her suggested amendments. During that conversation, the undersigned attorney 
understood that the Examiner would issue a communication reflecting the substance of our 
conversation, and applicants would then submit an appropriate amendment to the claims. The 
undersigned attorney has recently learned that the Examiner is on leave and will not return until 
June 2008. In order to facilitate the prosecution of the present application, the undersigned 
attorney has tried to contact the Examiner's supervising attorney to discuss the status of the present 
application, but has not heard back from him at this time. 

The claims herein have been amended in accordance with Examiner Schlientz's 
recommendations during our December 6, 2007 telephone conversation. Applicants, therefore, 
respectfully request that the Examiner issue a formal notification of the allowability of all claims. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-5, 9-10, 12, 15, 17-19, 23-25, 27, 29, 32-43, 45, 48, 62-70, 74, 76-82, and 85 are 
pending. 

Claims 1, 9, 19, 23, 24, 29, 32- 34, 40-42, 45, 62, 69, and 70 have been amended to overcome 
the pending rejections under 35 U.S.C. §§112, 102 and 103. 

Claims 13, 14, 28, 46, 47, 49-61, 71-73 and 75 have been withdrawn form further 
consideration in response to the Examiner's restrictions/election requirement. 

Claims 6-8, 11,16, 20-22, 26, 30, 3 1, 83, and 84 have been cancelled. 
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Written Support for Amended Claims 

Written support for each of the amended claims can be found in the specification in at least the 
following sections as provided in Published Application US2005/007/4405A, published 4/7/06: 
UK's 35, 28, line 6, original claim 9-10, ^28, %40, line 4; f45, line 2; and |35. 

Conclusion 

Should the Examiner have further questions or comments with respect to examination of this 
case, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned so that further 
examination of this application can be expedited. 

It is not believed that fees for the net addition of claims are required, beyond those, which may 
otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. However, in the event that, and 
any fee is required therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 16-0605. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Thomas J. Parker/ 
Thomas J. Parler 

Customer No. 00826 Registration No. 42,062 

ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTRONIC FILING 

I hereby certify that this paper is being filed via the electronic filing system (EFS) to the U.S. Patent and Trademark on 
the date shown below. 

/Yolanda Sanchez/ May 5, 2008 

Yolanda Sanchez Date 
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